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iggressive as it was tactful, which, as Monroe truly aid, "carried" the new National plan, was not so >ractically effective as his work in winning Randolph. ?or, aside from his uncloaked support, the Virginia Governor at that moment had a document under ock and key which, had even rumor of it got abroad, urely would have doomed the Constitution, ended he debate abruptly, and resulted in another Federal Convention to deal anew with the Articles of Con-ederation.
By now the Anti-Constitutionalists, or Republicans as they had already begun to call themselves, ilso were acting in concert throughout the country, rheir tactics were cumbersome and tardy compared nth the prompt celerity of the well-managed Constitutionalists; but they were just as earnest and deter-nined. The Society of the Federal Republicans had >een formed in New York to defeat the proposed STational Government and to call a second Federal Convention. It opened correspondence in most of he States and had agents and officers in many of hem.
New York was overwhelmingly against the Con-;titution, and her Governor, George Clinton, was the nost stubborn and resourceful of its foes. On December 27,1787, Governor Randolph, under the for-nal direction of Virginia's Legislature, had sent the jrovernors of the other States a copy of the act providing for Virginia's Convention, which included :he clause for conferring with her sister Commonwealths upon the calling of a new Federal Conven-:ion. The one to Clinton of New York was delayed